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Ogburn, Charlton, Jr. The Marauders 
Harper. Apr. 15,1959. 307p. $4.50. 

The individuals named this title are better known 
recent history Merrill’s Marauders, designation 
invented correspondent who proper- 
believed that the official description, 5307th Com- 
posite Unit (Provisional), was inappropriate for color- 
ful segment the Army, dedicated extra- 
hazardous duty. This was the unit that fought for 
months without surcease Burma, marching over six 
hundred miles nigh-impossible jungle terrain, behind 
and around and mixed with dangerous, well- 
trained enemy, engaging three major operations 
assault, until its ultimate dissolution through casualties 
and exhaustion. 

The author was officer this unit volunteers 
and campaigned until non-battle casualty suffered 
during the last operation sent him the rear. 
somewhat diffidently this late date offers what the 
first account the expedition written member. 


not necessary possible summarize the com- 
plete narrative here; sufficient state that covers 
the organization the unit from the planning stages, 
its one brief training period India, its long march 
over the then incomplete Ledo Road; three forays, 
each further south against the Japanese, the last 
which—capture key airstrip and supply center 
Myitkynia—was the critical victory the eventual suc- 
cess the American-Chinese part the Burma cam- 
paign. 

This authentic eye-witness account, bolstered and 


supplemented meager official reports and lengthy 
conversations with other participants; the day day 
operations the little band that never even constituted 
full regiment. The incredible hardships its prog- 
ress, well the ascertainable reactions its per- 
sonnel, are told just they occurred. 

Despite the grimness much his material, Mr. 


Ogburn never sensational his methods. The 
reader made properly aware and appreciative the 
hunger, the wounds, the disease, the exhaustion, the 
frustration and the danger; but always manner 
understatement. The style overall unusually fine, 
far superior the average was there” writing. 
tical factors and the inevitable personality problems 
command are touched upon, but with generally im- 
partial attitude. Mr. Ogburn not opinionated. 
Minor flaws detail and author-injection 
ignored work solid readability and impressive 
merit. The Marauders may unreservedly recom- 
mended all adults interested military operations 
intelligent accounts human struggles against 
natural and national enemies. 

Clinton Maguire, 

New Orleans, Louisiana 


Lansing, Alfred 
Endurance: Shackleton’s Incredible Voyage 
McGraw-Hill. Apr. 20,1959. 282p. $5.00. (I) 
(Book-of-the-Month Club Choice—May 


Endurance Alfred Lansing’s first book and his first 
book Book-of-the-Month Club selection, which 
like hitting grand-slam home-run his first time 
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bat the major leagues. This truly great book 
every way and tells the reading world that the field 
writer. tells here the amazing story the Imperial 
Transantarctic Expedition 1915—an adventure 
packed with exciting and terrifying ordeals that 
difficult realize that this story can true one, 
factual from the first sentence. 

Endurance the name given the proudest, strongest 
wooden ship built that time. thousand miles 
from the South Pole, with its twenty-eight valiant but 
desperate men aboard, the rugged ship locked the 
fearsome crushing arms nearly million square miles 
pack ice. The twenty-eight men feverishly haul sup- 
plies and personal possessions from their all-but-crushed, 
sinking, dying vessel; but the waste land around 
them the one place pitch camp ice floe which 
itself gradually crumbling away. Five flimsy tents 
offer the only shelter against the ferocious elements and 
constant day-and-night watch must kept against 
killer whales and sea leopards. Nobody earth knew 
the Endurance was trouble, much less its location. 
With three small open boats, few sledges and little 
more than the clothes their backs, twenty-eight men 
are faced with the prodigious struggle survive and 
make their way back civilization. 


Sir Ernest Shackleton, leader the stricken expedition, 
finds himself charge the disintegrating and drifting 
camp. His brilliant command diverse sailors, scien- 
tists, officers; his courage the face impossible odds 
and his devotion the little party holds together 
and leads back the world, make Endurance the 
finest sea-adventure story told our day. 
This quiet, authentic, penetrating study great 
explorer and incomparable leader men. Classic 
its scope, Endurance shows man emerging from 
struggle against titantic forces. book about the 
dignity man, inspiring story challenge, adven- 
ture, survival and victory. 
dint long and painstaking research, Alfred Lans- 
ing has recreated the grimy, precarious camps islands 
where men waited and hoped and survived and, 
finally, made escape, first three open boats, then 
single craft, across the most storm-tossed ocean 
this globe. The author’s five years the Navy 
must have given him the necessary “feel” tell such 
story; and his training, education and literary appren- 
ticeship have equipped him with the language write 
this story almost perfectly. Never once the reading 
does one think Lansing—and that consummate 
art. Recommended all readers. 

Meighan, C.SS.R., 

New York, New York 


Stern, Philip van Doren 

Secret Missions the Civil War 
Rand. Mar. 16,1959. 320p. $5.00. 
Devotees the tragic brawl which tore asunder these 
United States from 1861 1865, especially those who 
enjoyed Mr. Stern’s epic story the last days the 
Civil War, And End Valor, will find this volume 
bit let down. The reason seems that 
the author simply does not have enough material 
work upon. This well-constructed volume, written 
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trained historian who opening for the first time 
what actually little-known aspect the Civil War. 
The period marks many firsts our domestic history 
from whole People’s war,” the suspension the 
habeas corpus that the publishers along with the author 
are quite correct advising the reader that will 
find here the first torpedo, the first woman spy dis- 
guised negro man, the first widespread Fifth 
Column (Copperheadism), and on, down long list. 
Author Stern has really done his best composition 
his introduction which expresses the opinion that 
really just reciting the prologue field Civil 
War drama which should reach its fullest flowering 
history the years come. 

Berkeley Kines, S.]., 

St. Joseph’s College, 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Ferguson, Charles Say With Words 
Knopf. Apr. iv,214p. $3.50. 
Sheffield, Alfred (Editor) 

Soule’s Dictionary English Synonyms 
Little, Brown. Apr. 16,1959. 614p. $4.85. 
Mr. Ferguson’s wholly admirable essays words and 
their meaning, their use and effectiveness, addressed, 
says his first breath “noble amateurs— 
those who are not practiced proficient any form 
expression, but are moved lively curiosity 
know the means which skilled writer gets his 


and how these means can put daily use 


nonliterary days when the wealth our 
heritage language being pauperized distortion 
and perversion, this indeed salutary book. The 
picture-content and the cadence words, their his- 
torical associations, their most effective combination, 
and the process developing individual style are 
treated here with grace and infectious enthusiasm. 
Besides, publisher Knopf has handsomely designed the 
book. most attractive and highly recommended 
every reader from highschool age onward. 

Mr. Soule’s Dictionary Synonyms will much easier 
for the average reader and writer handle than the 
Roget’s Thesaurus the equally famous but more 
cumbersome March’s Thesaurus Dictionary. rec- 
ommended supplementary basic reference book 
placed alongside good dictionary and Fowler’s Eng- 
lish Usage. Editor Sheffield has brought this work 
date and contributed brief but perceptive essay 
“Finding the Better Word.” Edward Weeks under- 
lines the indispensability such reference tool for 
the amateur well the professional writer. 


Williamson, Hugh Ross 


The Conspirators and the Crown 
Hawthorn. Apr. 17,1959. 222p. $3.95. 


This extremely well written book narrates part the 
Queen Mary Tudor from Wyatt’s rebellion 
February 1554, the death the queen Novem- 
ber, 1558. The author describes the various conspiracies 
that plagued the short reign Queen Mary, most 
which had their object the placing Princess Eliza- 
beth the throne. the bottom these plots were 
three groups: Protestants understandably dissatisfied 


with the return Catholicism England; Englishmen 
who were alarmed the thought Mary’s marriage 
Philip Spain; and the French capably led the 
French ambassadors, Antoine Noailles 
brother Francois, the Bishop Dax. 


The vast majority Englishmen stood loyally behind 
Queen Mary placing her the throne and putting 
down rebellion. little opposition they consented 
the restoration Catholicism England and the 
marriage Mary Tudor Philip Spain. However, 
well organized Protestant minority, financed Lon- 
don bankers and assisted France, kept alive the fires 
conspiracy during the five and half years her 
reign. result there were treasons and rebellions 
home which led the loss Calais abroad the 
French. These conspiracies centered around Princess 
Elizabeth who had been reared Protestant and who 
now dissembled her true intentions from Queen Mary. 
Mary would not force her half-sister marry Cath- 
olic prince against her will and Elizabeth remained 
free Protestant waiting for her chance undo the 
Marian religious settlement. 


The author makes three novel assertions that should 
carefully and fully proved before this work can 
regarded accurate account this period: 
states (p. 51) that 1555 Bishop Gardiner ordered the 
execution Princess Elizabeth his own authority— 
order that was never carried out the Lieutenant 
the Tower; believes that Archbishop Cranmer 
had burnt result the discovery the Dud- 
ley conspiracy the Spring 1556 (p. 140); and 
says that Mary Tudor believed that Mark Smeaton, 
musician the household Anne Boleyn was the 
father Princess Elizabeth (p. 155). With these three 
exceptions this book should stand the fire historical 
criticism. 
The nine pages Note History” the end 
the beok are not enough substantiate the author’s 
views. Although fascinatingly written after the man- 
ner Hilaire Belloc, nine pages notes substantiating 
the text would far better service for the cause 
historical truth than any lament over the paucity 
sources and the prejudices English historians. Never- 
theless, this book highly recommended for general 
reading, supplies badly needed corrective for 
the ordinary view Mary Tudor. 

Francis Jerome Gray, O.F.M., Ph.D., 

Quincy College, 

Quincy, Illinois 


* * 


Divine, David The Nine Days Dunkirk 
Norton. Apr. 27,1959. 308p. $3.95. 


May 10, 1940, the early darkness the morning, 
the German was let loose the western 
front World War II. four days, Holland 
disappeared nation; little more than week, 
von Rundsted’s panzer divisions, under command 
Rommel, raced into the channel port Abbeville; 
little more than two weeks from the break through, 
the Belgian Army had surrendered Bock the 
north, and the British Expeditionary Force under Gort 
was about cut off pincer movement these 
two powerful wings the German armor. The Nine 
Days Dunkirk the story these furious three 


weeks detail, climaxed one the greatest retreats 
and sea rescues, not indeed the greatest history. 
What seemed complete disaster for the profes- 
sional army Great Britain was fact, though one 
recognized such that time, the rock which 
the Third Reich foundered and sank. 
Woven into this “miracle Dunkirk” are glimpses 
the great figures that day who were personally in- 
volved the incident. Divine digs deep into military, 
political and personal records and strips bare the pre- 
tensions many smug reputation. The hesitancy 
and confusion von Rundstedt and Rommel upon 
finding themselves the channel coast France; 
the total collapse the French High Command and 
many its common soldiers which, early May 
26th prompted the French Government relieve six- 
teen its generals grounds that they had failed 
their duty; the factual justification Leopold’s sur- 
render; the tongue-in-cheek excerpts from General Alan 
Brooke’s diaries which are critical Gort’s strategy; 
and the polite denial the widely repeated declaration 
that the British Fighter Command had established 
qualitative superiority the air over Dunkirk—are 
some the informative rewards reading this account. 
But, above all, this fact-filled narrative brings out the 
glorious part played the survival nation two 
leaders particular, and the men, big and little, who 
worked and fought under them: John Vereker, 6th 
Viscount Gort Limerick, directed every backward 
step the British infantry and the First French 
Army until they reached the canals Dunkirk, there 
stand firm and unbroken while some 388,266 men 
the allied forces were successfully rescued; and Bur- 
ton Home Ramsay, the naval failure who had been 
retired before his time, better known Admiral Ram- 
say, the architect and life force the armada de- 
liverance. 
This book every reader and has 
something for everyone. Professional historians well 
plain lovers true adventure and excitement will 
find plenty interest them every page. This is, 
indeed, gripping “inside” account the evacuation 
the whole British Army from the jaws total defeat 
fantastic impromptu armada made big and 
little ships every description, manned crews, pro- 
fessional and amateur, who joined the rescue with 
verve, courage and determination which seemed 
bent erasing the word “failure” from the English 
language. The Nine Days Dunkirk brings the 
full, often new and surprising, account operation 
called “Dynamo,” word which is, certainly, char- 
acteristic the whole story. 

John 

University Scranton 


Benary-Isbert, Margot The Long Way Home 
Translated from the German Richard and Clara Winston. 
Harcourt, Brace. Apr. 22,1959. 280p. $3.00. (I) 

After seven years residence this country, Mrs. 
Benary-Isbert has written warm, timely story about 
young East German boy who seeks refuge America. 
the small Thuringian town Immerda, during 
World War II, Chris, five-year-old waif, left dying 
the garden part Miss Quendlein, retired school- 
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teacher. With the help American Larry 
Sherman Chicago, she nurses him back health, 
After the war Larry offers adopt the child, but Miss 
Quendlein, who has become “Aunt Sabine” Chris, 
reluctant let him go. When, however, the boy 
becomes involved political uprisings she decides 
send him Larry and manages his escape the West- 
ern Zone. the meantime Larry had married Denise, 
French girl, adopted two children, Raphaela and Pax, 
and sired son, Emile. The combination Raphaela, 
fiery Sicilian, and Pax, stubborn Korean, proves too 
much for dainty Denise, weakened her recent con- 
finement, and she threatened with nervous break- 
down. Nevertheless, Larry arranges for Chris’ passage 
America with the understanding that will live 
with friends Chicago until Denise’s recovery. 
only when the Shermans move ranch California 
that Chris able join them help weld the hetero- 
geneous elements the family into the close intimacy 
home. has, indeed, been “long way home.” 


For Americans this book provides the stimulating ex- 
perience looking themselves through the eyes 
sympathetic stranger. overlooking the petty 
foibles and blatant stupidity some Americans the 
author has woven her tale with deep understanding 
human nature which conveys genuine overtones 
love and admiration for her country adoption. 


Brother Robert Alfred, 
Mennais College, 
Alfred, Maine 


Vatsek, Joan This Fiery Night 
Harper. Apr. 16,1959. 376p. $3.95. (IIb) 
(Literary Guild 


This Fiery Night opens with cocktail party and ends 
with holocaust. The cocktail party gathering 
all the smart set Cairo, Egyptian and British; the 
holocaust “spontaneous” uprising all the native 
flotsam and jetsam that same city. Between the 
two events have been given suspenseful story and 
vivid description Egypt eruption the fateful 
year 1952, which saw the abdication Farouk and the 
rise Naguib, later supplanted Nasser. 
sometimes the turbulent background looms more im- 
portant than the characters, because the drama 
revolution and growing nationalism this ancient land 
overpowers them and, fact, seals their fates. 


Joan Vatsek’s characters are taken from every stratum 
society. times, their lives intertwine; more often, 
though they never meet, their end this eventful 
year the same—death. Jeanette, the beautiful and 
enlightened Egyptian girl raped and murdered 
mob angry Arabs the American Mission where she 
works. The unhappy nun, Sister Theresa struck 
down stray bullet the convent garden. Char- 
lotte Zaki, the hostess the cocktail party sets her 
wheels intrigue motion when, through spite, she 
offers the name the British Inspector, Henderson, 
her friend Selim Bey candidate for assassination 
the Secret Brotherhood. The assassination ac- 
complished swiftly and brutally. But Charlotte’s turn 
comes too, even more horrible fashion. The stage 
running with blood and strewn with corpses. 
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But these are only individuals. Larger issues are 
stake: the Ismailia “butchery,” British retaliation 
which did them honor, (they slaughtered the Egyp- 
tian auxiliary police Ismailia), and gave new mean- 
ing the old cry “Go home, English dogs,” “Egypt for 
the Egyptians”; the subsequent, Russian-inspired (at 
the start, least) burning Cairo. The revolution 
under way. one the characters sums up, 
must clean out corruption the upper classes, the 
young men did Turkey, and put new govern- 
ment that can make laws and see that they are carried 
out, force, necessary. need tabula rasa, 
need palace revolution, need the army.” 
Miss Vatsek does not allow sympathy with either the 
British the Egyptian cause cloud her vision. She 
has nice sense impartiality which makes her good 
historian and fine realistic novelist. 

Miriam Quinn, 

Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 


Cordell, Alexander The Rape the Fair Country 
Doubleday. Apr. 335p. $3.95. (III) 

you have read How Green Was Valley and 
Dylan Thomas’s Under Milk Wood, you will have 
vivid idea The Rape the Fair Country. This novel 
saga Welsh ironworkers the nineteenth cen- 
tury told through the eyes young Iestyn Mortymer. 
early age Iestyn working for the ironmasters, 
and this group tyrants oppress the Welsh well 


the Irish immigrants who have come work the 


iron furnaces. unruly sister Morfydd runs off 
with English union organizer, Richard Bennet, but 
the latter killed labor dispute. This episode por- 
trays just one instance the constant labor strife. Men 
are killed uprisings; men and women hungry and 
children starve and die during the strike periods, and 
the work grueling, cruel and deadly. power- 
ful and endearing father eventually killed iron 
furnace accident; Iestyn’s younger brother Jethro 
severely scalded another accident. Labor unrest 
brings futher tragedy. Another member the Mor- 
tymer family, the beauteous and pure Edwina raped 
and killed presumably the Scotch Cattle, lawless 
group labor agitators. Throughout the terrors the 
time, life the Welsh villages and towns moves its 
daily course births, weddings, gossiping, scandals, 
fights, and singing. the end the novel Iestyn 
joins Chartist rebellion, and wounded and cap- 
tured the British. 

This novel suffers good deal being too similar 
plot How Green Was Valley—the boy growing 
up, learning fight, his heroic father and mother, the 
labor discontent, the brutality owners, the liquida- 
tion the beauty through dirt, smoke, and 
grime. Yet stylistically Mr. Cordell’s work the equal 
any Welsh novel ever written. The writing beau- 
tiful, melodic, with soothing and flow 
that pleasing read and ponder. are carried 
along golden-sweet bard: “The peace holier, 
think, Sundays, when the bells are ringing the 
valley. What land is, this Wales! And all its 
villages Llanelen surely the best. The river milk 
here, the country honey, the mountains are crisp 
brown loaves hot from the baker’s oven one moment 


and green golden glory the next. Beauty lies here 
the singing river where the otters bark and the 
salmon leap, and wish God the English had stayed 
England and ripped their own fields and burst their 
own mountains.” you like romantic style, this the 
book for you. But one important caution: Mr. Cor- 
dell’s book not wholesome sexual details 
might be. bit too frank and bit too inclined 
stress sexual matters. Serious adult readers will 
not disturbed this tendency, but this definitely 
not book for squeamish immature reader. 


Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Gold, Herbert The Optimist 
Little, Brown. Apr. 23,1959. 395p. $4.50. 
Herbert Gold, his fourth novel, The Optimist, has 
done better job “Main Streeting” marriage than 
Sinclair Lewis ever did. apply statement 
Thomas Mann, “It sees life with the 
result that the grotesque its most genuine style 
the comic 


the autumn 1942, Burr Fuller sophomore 
and fraternity brother the University Michigan, 
wanted get the world the tail any how could. 
His best friend was Mike Malloy, man principle; 
his girl friends were Laura Curtis, with whom petted 
and Lucille whom went for other purposes. The 
first quarter the book recounts Fuller’s talks with 
Mike, his break with the fraternity, his and 
his and Mike’s enlistments—he into the Army and 
Mike into the Air Force. Laura joined the Red Cross 
and was sent London. 

The army incidents reveal the brutality sergeant, 
the suicide persecuted soldier and the nobility 
Fuller’s new-found friend. post-basic furlough, 
Fuller took with neighbor girl. The next scene 
laid Italy, where but one incident occurs (1943); 
the war’s end Fuller Paris avoids getting involved 
with soldier who has developed international trade 
obscene pictures. During the previous years Fuller 
had got false report Mike’s death and had written 
regularly Laura. 

Suddenly, 1956. Fuller, now lawyer and the 
husband Laura for nine years, has two sons and lives 
Detroit, where Mike also lawyer and bachelor. 
Fuller asked run for Congress Democratic 
candidate. Success seems assured, but Laura still 
not satisfied with their marriage. She asks herself, 
“Why, since have done everything, have noth- 
Maybe, she thought, make too much 
love, too.” 

The campaign for representative began absorb Fuller. 
His opponent, old Mrs. Theophile Grant, running 
for re-election and giving freely charities. Fuller, 
unhappy with his cold and slenderizing wife, takes 
with Barbara McKinley, the daughter the Demo- 
cratic boss and Fuller’s co-worker along with Mike, who 
edits Fuller’s campaign releases. 

Fuller decides quarrel with Laura, making himself 
believe that hates her because she has real con- 
cept love. But suddenly comes realize that 
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Mike, who had been frequent visitor his house, 
love with Laura. They fight. Mike bested and 
leaves town. Fuller stricken with sickness, nursed 
Laura (which attention Fuller thinks his wife most 
likes give him), and talks her divorce. Laura 
tells Fuller Mike and waits for him confess about 
Barbara. does not, although had broken with 
Barbara. Fuller finally realizes that his marriage not 
end—just his relations with Mike and Barbara. 


There little plot The Optimist (which might well 
called The Adolescent Romantic). The war 
poorly handled the first half. The second part, with 
Fuller married man, hangs together well. The 
characters are generally faceless, except for Burr Fuller. 
There are several efforts blasphemy and philosophy; 
however, the theme the novel that adjusted 
and satisfactory sex-life would and itself have 
made both Fuller and his wife happily married couple, 
even without religion. But Gold, without sense 
morality seems unable grasp indicate the conse- 
quences pre-marital freedom, realize the true 
meaning married love, even make Fuller sus- 
pect the difference that supernatural religion might 
have made the lives the main characters. The 
naturalists seem coming back. 

Joachim Daleiden, O.F.M., 

Quincy College, 

Quincy, Illinois 


Mott, Benjamin The Body’s Cage 
Little, Brown. Apr. 22,1959. 303p. $4.00. (I) 
There family named Pick—father, mother, son and 
daughter. Just where they lived when they lived 
they are still living and so, where—is obscure. 
They are joined lady friend the wife; she turns 
out faith healer. Nobody loves her, but she 
lingers on, through many flashback which obscures 
the already obscure, until the book ends trial which 
would make Franz Kafka take another look 
laurels. 
This definitely not the book for light, interesting 
Summer reading. 
However have the feeling that this book would 
hold well under careful reading. Parts seem 
closer poetry than prose. The action almost 
nil but feelings are deeply probed and untangled. You 
have the feeling that the author capable and that 
has something serious say. The book reminds one 
painting which not abstract, but very close it. 
can’t guarantee it, but you have the time and 
energy you may uncover gold this book. 

James Ball, S.J., 

Buffalo, New York 


Wadleigh, John The Bitter Passion 
Dutton. Mar. 15,1959. 223p. $3.50. 

The quaint and rather primitive fishing village 
Oxahuitcoatl the setting for this first novel. Situated 
remote Mexican province, with its great lake and 
mountains looking like “humpbacked giants with sharp, 
broken spines,” becomes silent witness tragedy 
narrated simple and effective style old Maria 
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Mendoza, central figure this beautifully woven tale. 
The quiet charm the little village broken the 
establishment small colony expatriate Americans 
suffering various degrees neurotic disturbances. Mexi- 
air and, more specifically, Mexican wine create 
tensions between the villagers and the foreigners. 
innocent love affair between Maria’s grandson, Chucho, 
and Tina Stritch, daughter one the Americans, 
terminates scene dramatic intensity. Under- 
neath the simple framework, the deeply human and 
personal story old Maria Mendoza study depth 
psychology. There gaiety and humor the old 
woman, fundamental peasant faith coupled with re- 
bellion, hatred for hypocrisy and tender love for 
her grandson which make Bitter Passion novel 
deeply religious significance. Its theme and title are 
inspired text from the Chaldean Liturgy, quoted 
the author: “Thy holy universal Church has pur- 
chased the sheep Thy fold the price the bitter 
Maria’s loss faith and rejection the 
Church ultimately find more profoundly spiritual 
realization the basic truth self-knowledge, the 
beginning wisdom, she phrases it: “first must 
come terms with myself.” 


There more than slight suggestion Mauriac 
Mr. Wadleigh’s theme and characters, which does not 
detract from its value but induces comparisons which 
are not altogether unfavorable. There even, least 
the opinion this reviewer, slight flavor Teresan 
spirituality the Maria the conclusion, 
needing but the special illumination the great Spanish 
mystic give unqualified approval. 


Edmund Byrne, 
College Misericordia, 
Dallas, Pennsylvania 


Providence Island 


Hawkes, Jacquetta 
Random House. Apr. 24,1959. 239p. $3.50. 
Married distinguished English novelist (J. Priest- 
ley) and related the great poet, Gerard Manley 
Hopkins, easy understand why Jacquetta Hawkes 
felt the urge write novel. She studied archeology 
Cambridge, and research fellowship excavated 


several sites England and elsewhere. Until Provi- 
dence Island, her writing has consisted factual, rather 
scholarly books and articles archeology and anthro- 
pology, and after reading this attempt fiction, 
hopes that Miss Hawkes will return her earlier genre. 


Providence Island based upon intriguing idea—an 
exploration what people would like if, instead 
concerning themselves with the world around them, 
they concentrated entirely upon developing the psychic 
world within. 

Four archeologists—three men and woman—acquire 
some artifacts from remote Pacific Island which seems 
date from pre-historic, Magdelanian period. They 
organize expedition the Island where they find 
physical paradise and race savages who have 
chosen live exactly their pre-historic ancestors 
have lived, order develop their inner lives. 


Jacquetta Hawkes’ people are beautiful body, gentle, 
friendly, possessed unusual psychic powers—a far 
cry from the ditry, diseased, fear ridden savages which 
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anthropologists have actually found primitive civili- 
zations. There are some strange inconsistencies; for 
people who have since pre-historic times devoted them- 
selves life the spirit, their religious development 
seems crude and superficial. Their fertility rites 
which mind and body are completely divorced, not 
seem follow from their emphasis upon the spirit. 
Neither the Magdelanians nor the frustrated English- 
men are quite believable. Even the gorgeous flora and 
fauna the island, for all Jacquetta Hawkes’ detailed 
description, have somewhat remote and musty im- 
pact—like old tomb, archeology textbook. 
Genevieve Casey, 
Detroit, Michigan 


Catto, Max The Devil Four O’clock 
Morrow. Apr. 13,1959. 248p. $3.50. 
this effort Mr. Catto gives the reader tautly terrify- 
ing thriller which emotionally packed with the 
grandeur the human heart. essence: the plane 
which three convicts (enroute prison Tahiti) 
stops refuel inconsequential island, Taluka. 
The mission priest Father Doonan don’t recall him 
ever having been called his given name). Father 
Doonan unforgettable Father Malachy. won- 
der-full mixture physical strength, sudden eruptions 
and deep Christ-like love and charity. Before the 
plane can resume its journey, volcano erupts, threat- 
ening the island with extinction. High the hills, 
children’s leper hospital the path the lava 
and the earthquakes. one will accompany Father 
Doonan his seemingly pointless effort evacuate 
the children and the hospital staff. almost final 
desperation the French administrator permits the con- 
victs have half-heartedly volunteered. 
From here the story strictly the author’s and the 
reader’s great pleasure. Because this one those 
few novels which sometimes gets lost the shuffle and 
roar the more widely advertised “major achieve- 
ments” the season. 
What makes this novel distinctive achievement the 
lack compromise the behavior his characters. 
They are what they are and they what they be- 
cause they are themselves—and not the puppets they 
might easily have become. Because this maturely 
candid approach this novel should reserved adults. 
But those adults who read the movingly beautiful 
climax The Devil Four O’clock offer predic- 
tion (or, perhaps, observation): you have seldomly 
been gripped master story teller! 

John Coppinger, 

Elmhurst, Illinois 


Madoc, Perry Days and Moments Quickly Flying 
Viking. 256p. $3.75. (IIb) 


Oliver Ventnor, the young “hero” this novel, 
the authentic tradition the 18th Century: direct 
descendant Tom Jones and Roderick Random—the 
Picaresque hero, the likeable scoundrel. Charming, 
handsome, sent-down from Oxford for some unspecified 
offense, self-confessed forger, Oliver finds women, 
young and old, easy prey. After forging his uncle’s 
signature check, returns the village where 


his father Anglican vicar. Bored with the company 
his kindly, dull, religious father and that his hard- 
working, confused mother, soon finds solace the 
charms the more than willing gardener’s daughter. 
Driven last look for employment, finds work 
summer school, operated two the most amusing 
confidence men recent fiction. Readers Dickens 
will find surprising between the Victorian 
Dotheboys Hall, and contemporary Sunnylands. 
the school ribald, unrestrained and not unlike that 
portrayed the British films The Belles St. Trinian’s, 
and Blue Murder St. Trinan’s. The faculty illiter- 
ate and incompetent; and the student body choice 
collection “spivs,” fugitives from 
spoiled brats, and generally delinquent juveniles—in- 
cluding one “juvenile” twenty-five years, who goes 
school because “he likes school.” When the head- 

aster and his accomplice abscond with all the ready 
cash, Sunnylands closed down and Oliver finds em- 
ployment driving truck for smuggling ring. Carry- 
police, tried, and sentenced two years prison. 
his release, returns his parents’ home; and, 
highly contrived and unconvincing final scene, sees the 
light, and starts out the road toward respectability. 


Some the episodes Days and Moments Quickly 
Flying, (the title the name one the more 
lugubrious hymns the Anglican Hymnal), are genu- 
inely funny the British tradition humor, particu- 
larly those episodes which tell life Sunnylands 
School. Much the satire which abounds also 
tradition, this time the tradition the early Evelyn 
Waugh, the Waugh Vile Bodies, and Handful 
Dust. 


Not particularly important book, Days and Moments 
Quickly Flying assumes casual, 
attitude toward sexual morality, which may disturb 
some readers. One wonders, however, this light- 
handed approach sex something funny may not 
have some value and, actually, moral value that. 
Certainly vastly preferable the grim seriousness 
Peyton Place and other American novels that 
ilk. the Irish actress Siobhain McKenna noted 
recent program, Europeans take love seriously 
and find sex funny; America laugh love and 
take sex seriously. There seems little doubt which 
the better way. 

Adult readers may find much this novel amusing 
and are hardly likely upset the moral tone (or 


lack it). 
Stephen Ryan, 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Molarsky, Delmar The Woman and the Whale 
Little, Brown. 248p. $3.75. (IIb) 


The author this novel writes advertising copy, and 
his novel shows it. relentlessly relies trite situ- 
ations for laughs and resorts repetitious details 
define his characters. The result insipid tale 
suffused with bromidic philosophy. Its style negli- 
gible and its plot derivative. 

small, Spanish island fisher-folk depending upon 
local tycoon, Don Alberto, for their existence becomes 


first the scene strike against the injustice Don 
Alberto. The strike occasioned the fact that Don 
Alberto exploiting the natives, for ships their fish 
the mainland and gives them mere pittance for 
their work. Maria, the wife one the fishermen, 
the leader this revolt. She rallies the women be- 
hind her and they turn spur their menfolk impos- 
ing boycott made famous Lysistrata. compli- 
cate the situation, whale washed ashore, and the 
question proprietary rights arises, for Don Alberto 
lays claim the whale the people. Spanish 
naval cadets come ashore enforce Don Alberto’s 
claim but avail. This complication, course, 
rehash Compton MacKenzie’s Tight Little Island. 
Finally the naval unit sails away does Don Alberto, 
and the story ends with everyone living happily ever 
after, even Maria who noble that she commits 
adultery. 
The author represented having gathered material 
for this melange Nantucket Island and perhaps that 
accounts for his having his characters living wooden 
houses. also might listed among Our Forgetful 
Authors, for, though stresses that fish the staple 
food these islanders, there reference rabbits 
running around the moors. His characters seem 
such enterprising people, one wonders why they could 
not snare rabbit occasionally vary their diet. 
There is, too, veiled criticism both the Franco 
regime and the Catholic Church which pervades the 
whole narrative, suggesting the usual canards which 
are levelled both. There is, fact, nothing this 
novel make interesting for any intelligent reader. 
Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
The Holy Name Journal, 
New York, New York 


Wilson, Erle Adams the Bounty 
Criterion. 316p. $4.50. (IIa) 


Adams the Bounty another version the mutiny 
the Bounty, told this time from the point view 
one the seamen her crew. Reportedly, 
the true story the last survivor the mutineers, 
based many years research which have convinced 
the author that his account historically and psycho- 
logically accurate. 

Fact fancy, tells the story one the most 
publicized mutinies history and the subsequent 
events the lives the mutineers who escaped. The 
descriptions conditions aboard the Bounty, the 
harsh and tyrannical Bligh and the settlement 
Pitcairn Island differ only detail from the hitherto 
popularly accepted accounts. But the portrayal 
Fletcher Christian and the story the events leading 
the actual mutiny and the mutiny itself are quite 
different. 

John Adams was man war’s-man profession 
and much better educated than most men-before-the- 
mast the latter part the eighteenth century. 
had volunteered for the trip the Bounty. Well able 
take care himself time when man’s standing 
and prestige among his shipmates the forecastle were 
determined almost much his ability with his fists 
his qualifications seaman, was soon recog- 
nized one the leaders among the crew. 
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Already discontent, even desperate, result 
Bligh’s treatment and well satisfied with the easy life 
Tahiti, number the seamen had planned 
desert. Adams convinced them that their only real 
hope lay seizure the ship, but that there must 
marooned one the many islands. The oppor- 
tunity came few days after the departure from Tahiti 
for the long voyage home, following one Bligh’s un- 
justified outbursts. Bligh and eighteen others were set 
adrift the ship’s launch. 

The mutineers, with few others they had forced 
remain with the ship their services were needed, 
then attempted settlement the island Tupuai, 
but the hostility the natives forced them abandon 
that project. They returned Tahiti for few days 
where all but nine the original mutineers left the 
ship. The nine remaining, with six native men who 
had joined them, ten women and one child then set 
sail the Bounty for their final destination, Pitcairn 
Island. 

The settlement Pitcairn Island was anything but 
easy. There were not enough women for each man 
have mate his own. Discipline soon disappeared. 
Discontent flared into violence and murder. Soon 
Adams and Young were the only men left alive 
the island. 

vigorous story, well written, entertaining, for 
adult readers. There some profanity, but vul- 


garity obscenity. 
Moses, 


Captain, Navy, Retired, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Singer, Howard Wake When It’s Over 
Putnam. 315p. $3.95. 


Gusty Deningzon, harried hero this farcical tale, had 
been gunner B-17 World War II. His ship 
was shot down and, since the rest the squadron saw 
parachutes open, and the other survivors were 
presumed dead and reported, though they survived 
prison camp return war’s end. Camp Kilmer, 
the frenzied days demobilization, Gusty was given 
second serial number and discharged with one day 
service and overseas duty. This the flimsy 
gimmick which the edifice the plot built; this 
and the fact that Gusty restauranteur and eager 
open place his own Bucks County when the 
Korean war catches him and mobilizes him into 
radar service and deposits him tiny island halfway 
between Inchon and Tokyo. There, improve morale 
and, incidentally, make some extra money, Gusty or- 
ganizes the some two hundred Air Force men into 
syndicate build resort hotel which, with some pub- 
licity and the medical officer thought astute, 
becomes resounding success leave-time recreation 
center. They had hinted that the waters hot spring 
the island had youth restoring and slightly more 
than aphrodisiac effects; then, the summer their 
success, forgot about that aspect the project. How 
ricochets against them and almost results the im- 
prisonment our hero and huge debt indemnity 
the latter half the story. There surface re- 
semblance Teahouse the August Moon but author 
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Singer inventive enough keep the fun furious and, 
except for some lapses into vulgarity, manages 
keep mostly good taste. Adult readers will find 
this frequently hilarious sometimes obviously con- 
trived; but, obviously, the underlying theme the 
complication prevents unreserved recommendation even 
them. R.F 


Douglas, Jack Brother Was Only Child 
Dutton. Apr. 96p. $2.50. 


This slim volume nonsense and occasional paroxyms 
parody may boosted into the big sales night 
hawk Jack Paar’s enthusiasm about it. The reason for 
his enthusiasm that may have recognized Mr. 
Douglas kindred sprite, with humor all akin, some- 
what strained time effort put reverse-english 
the odd ball stand the egg its narrow end. 
Maybe were not quite the midnight mood 
all aglee over this; but still think that two-fifty 
lot pay for pages, too many which are almost 


blank. 


Mead, Shepherd The Four Window Girl 
Simon and Schuster. Apr. 9,1959. $3.95. 


four window girl secretary who has achieved 
the ultimate: office with four windows and bigger 
salary than her male confreres. Marie Frale discovered 
the system early, flim-flammed her way the top with- 


out losing bit her femininity, made lots friends 


route and no—well, practically 
least one above you can enemy because you’re 
working hard please and help him, and one 
below you can afford your enemy—after all, 
wants four windows too, instead glass cubicle! 
Marie managed everything with finesse; only her last 
boss recognized her methods and didn’t mind be- 
cause she achieved bigger things for him she got 
them for herself. was the other way round? 
matter, she married him. some the men she 
topped recognized her methods, was too late; she 
was already another window. This was game and 
system, and how American Household Products, the 
company which Marie achieved her ultimate, got 
such vast organization with everyone trying get 
the top and one doing the work, was downright 
astounding. Unless, course, Big Business really 
few hard working secretaries who haven’t 
learned the system and who slave like mad all 
hours while their bosses run athletic programs, grow 
plants their offices full-time hobby and plot 
strategic moments for “Wandering-In” cajole and 
flatter the guy the rung above. 


This tongue-in-the-cheek book certainly. It’s amus- 
ing, fast, morally unobjectionable ethically somewhat 
frail. may “the definitive work the four win- 
dow girl” but just might not pay the sweet young 
girl graduate the secretarial school use 


textbook success. though—but maybe 
author Mead had better duck some Big Business friends 
until the whole thing blows over! 


Edith Howley, 
Madison, New Jersey 


Anderson, Flavia The Rebel Emperor 
Doubleday. Apr. 16,1959. 352p. $4.95. 

Chinese peasant from small village, born 1814, 
helped engineer bloody rebellion and for little 
more than ten years was recognized the Emperor 
Hung Hsiu-ch’uan, the Heavenly King, with his palace 
Nanking. ruled kingdom called 
T’ien-Kuo, “the Heavenly Kingdom Great Peace.” 
was anything but that. 


This extraordinary man founded his kingdom and his 
life one the most bizarre forms Christianity 
surely ever appear this earth. Early his young 
manhood, happened upon some Protestant mission- 
ary tracts and became immediately engrossed, recog- 
nizing them some aspects trance which had 
undergone during illness, which claimed 
have been carried Heaven. Fitting the pieces 
together with the help the tracts, now became 
certain that had been received God the Father 
and Jesus, Whom called the Elder Brother. From 
this point, his theology became confused indeed, ignor- 
ing such Christian principles forgiveness and placing 
Hung himself relationship both Father and Son 
which was never quite clear but frequently taken for 
blasphemous. 


His own brand Christianity attracted hundreds 
thousands followers, however, and there seems never 
have been question any their minds that 
Hung had received the Heavenly Mandate, that his 
vision had been genuine, and that had been called 
occupy the Dragon Throne. The country was ripe 
for rebellion, course, ready overthrow the Manchu 
dynasty, with some factions intent restoring the 
Mings the throne. Hung, coming along the right 
moment and preaching his remarkable theology, was 
able sweep great part China before him and 
establish his capital Nanking. 

was bloody rebellion, far from bringing peace 
any kind the land, and eventually also entangled 
the British and French some touchy diplomatic and 
trade relations with China. The intervention these 
nations the so-called Taiping Rebellion was for the 
most part officially frowned-upon 
nature, but did help turn the tide against Hung 
and his followers, and Nanking was finally taken 
the Imperial troops with the assistance the British 
Major Gordon July 1864. When the city fell, 
the invading army learned that Hung himself had been 
dead for some weeks, his own hand, the only death 
which considered honorable. 

Lady Flavia Anderson has written scholarly and 
absorbing novel around the life Hung Hsiu-ch’uan. 
Her fictional license slight that the book could 
almost pass for straight history, and fascinating reading 
that. The few liberties she has taken help clarify 
the complexities for the Western reader. 


Anita Monsees, 
Ithaca, New York 


Van der Veer, Judy Valley the Sky 
Messner. Apr. 20,1959. 356p. $3.50. (I) 


After some success with four earlier full-length books 
and many magazine articles, Miss Van Der Veer has 


come forth with another picture her life rancher- 
writer the valleys California. Certainly doesn’t 
require much insight detect that the lady love 
with life close nature, and one might even suspect 
that she bit tainted with pantheism—the deities 
field, forest and sky are portrayed, unintentionally per- 
haps, the be-all and end-all life. the reli- 
gious experiences mentioned the book seem derive 
their value from the appearance the Indian 
altar-boys the melodies the mission choir. 


The book undeniably, however, gives series appeal- 
ing sketches the delights and hardships ranch life. 
The author has the gift investing animals with 
anthropomorphic personalities, and the chief characters 
this volume are certainly Pig, Goat, and the various 
and sundry cows and horses which inhabit the place 
the definite subordination the human element. 
The reader frequently led forget the fact that Miss 
Van Der Veer describing animals. There are some 
charming pictures. One especially good one describes 
the advent the first television set the ranch and 
the reactions the crowd goats, horses, dogs and 
cats who made most the audience. The feline 
whose favorite spot was atop the cabinet with her tail 
dangling over the screen probably had the right idea. 
Brother Cosmas, C.F.X., 
St. Joseph’s Juniorate, 
Leonardtown, Maryland 


Griffin, Gwyn the North Gate 
Holt. Apr. 16,1959. 255p. $3.95. (IV) 


Here novel that begins and ends violence. 
the outset, few men from British Mule Company, 
stationed Northeast Africa and composed natives 
and remnants from the area’s previous Italian occu- 
pants, unexpectedly assigned execute nationalist 
prisoner. Mule handlers they might be, but marksmen 
they certainly are not: takes more than one volley 
kill their suffering victim. When local nationalists 


HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 
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Doctor Zhivago Pasternak 
Exodus (IIb) Uris Oct. 15, 
Dear and Glorious Physician Caldwell 
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Lady Gary Jan. 15, 
The Middle Age Mrs. Eliot Apr. 
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NON-FICTION 
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Only America (Ila) Golden 
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Nautilus North Anderson Blair 
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Remember (1) Pasternak 
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Friendly Enemies (1) Stevenson 


Dec. 
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cite this incident representatives further proof 
British cruelty, the occupation officials, trying 
dodge their responsibility, arrest three enlisted men 
from the Mule Company. But the men escape prison 
and attempt cross perilous country gain refuge 
beyond the borders. Passing through remote village 
uncivilized Africans, one the men 
massacred; another commits suicide avoid similar 
fate. The third finally reaches French territory, but 
there evidence that has been worth the struggle. 
Mr. Griffin presents death relief from misery, 
end futile existence. His characters are all miser- 
able, selfish and cruel, void leadership and humanity, 
and driven only animality. The story line often 
lost, the characters are seldom recognizable, and the 


total picture unrealistic. Joseph Wolff, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Berle, Milton and John Roeburt Earthquake 
Random House. Apr. 22,1959. 245p. $3.50. (IV) 
the lives seven principal characters and the intricacies 
their woe-begone careers that come horrible end 
earthquake Choluca, Mexico. Expatriates all, 
these people sum the most miserable and wretched 
Somehow other, the authors manage jumble all 
their lives together. Adding insult the injury they 
the reader’s mentality, they drag both Communist 
intrigue and Catholic belief attempt give 
cynical twist the vapid atmosphere this bodyless 
story. 
The book glutted with the prurient approaches 
sex that would befit slightly immature college grad 
after his first trip outside this country, trying write 
down all the terms and situations learned course 
Freud while still school. has that jaded ap- 
proach politics, expatriation, the Spanish Civil War, 
physical anatomy, Madison Avenue Advertising and 
French pastry that again betrays the adult trying 
capture the pristine sophistication the amateur 
turned professional. 
One shudders even think mentioning this mon- 
strosity the same breath with that modern classic 
masterpiece, Thornton Wilder’s Bridge San Luis 
Rey. But course the plot and development should 
have been, not actually modelled the latter. 
However, there question comparison. Thorn- 
ton Wilder novelist. Milton Berle and John Roe- 
burt write with clarity, portray scenes and persons realis- 
tically, with evident ease. But they did not even have 
the decency let all their characters perish the 
catastrophe. Neither have they written decent book, 
look anyway you please. 

Francis Murphy, 

Immaculate Conception Rectory, 

Bronx, New York 


Mark, David The Neighborhood 
Doubleday. Apr. 23,1959. 332p. $3.95. (IIb) 


The Neighborhood real every sense the body. 
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depression times, peopled mostly Jewish families, 
plus infiltration Negro families and handful 
Christians. Mr. Mark lets the story The Neighbor- 
hood unfold through the troubled process maturing 
young teenage boy, Arnold Aronson. The story 
painfully true social worker’s case-study, but 
artful well, hilarious times, and just often full 
pathos and tragedy. 


would almost too obvious call this story 
Jewish Tree Grows Brooklyn. There are surface 
similarities, but here the underlying attitude mascu- 
line—so much boisterous and ribald 
times, yet delicately attuned the niceties boyhood 
feelings other times. But not let any reader 
misinformed. The featured roles include such the 
streetwalker and the pool hall habitue, while rabbi, 
priest and minister make nary physical appearance. 
The featured institutions The Neighborhood are 
precinct politics and the local house prostitution; 
the schoolhouse serves primarily the scene 
realistically awkward race riot. 


Mr. Mark apparently knows quite well The Neighbor- 
hood which writes; certainly cares for and 
has the greatest feeling sympathy for it. will have 
left sociologist verify how typical are the 
characters and incidents, but fictional realism unmis- 
takably present. Whether the character the last 
remaining streetwalker keep her own place, Glazer 
the druggist who burned down his store when the debts 
became unbearable, the Negro boy mortally ashamed 


his sister’s occupation, the author makes the person 


believable his strengths and—just often—his weak- 
nesses. 


Though the story told sympathetic and unabashed 
realism, the vocabulary remarkably restrained. 
few terms either crude thoughtlessly blasphemous 
appear, regrettably. Altogether, though, remark- 
able how well the author has portrayed the spoken 
word without offending, indeed with wonderful adept- 
ness character portrayal use the vernacular. 
The same may said his treatments the facts 
life none too genteel (one tempted say gentile) 
neighborhood. regrettable, though, find that 
temple and rabbi would play, the author would 
choose have play, minute part the life 
The Neighborhood. 


With that misgiving aside, the book can recom- 
mended the mature reader who willing have 
story both robust and realistic. will rewarded 
getting know quite intimately slice the teem- 
ing humanity the American city well young 
Arnold Aronson, product the slums, attains 
ashare dignity and maturity spite and because 
The Neighborhood. 
Richard Meyer, 


South Orange, New Jersey 


Tyrmand, Leopold 

The Man With the White Eyes 
Knopf. Apr. 434p. $4.95. (Ila) 
Translated from the Polish David Welsh, this novel 
about Warsaw’s underworld under the communists re- 
minds nothing much one the old silent 


serials, episode after episode which the mysterious 
figure suddenly appears the nick time save the 
heroine, rescue the hero from death, foil the multiple 
villains, and unmasked only the last unconvincing 
reel. Any political comment the communist regime 
captive Poland found only between the lines 
and the presumptive overall background city 
scarred wartime bombing and burning and further 
plagued socialist strictures. Doubtless, the Polish 
people found this luridly melodramatic bash-and-smash 
thriller not only exciting escape reading but wryly 
comic comment their plight. For those not close 
enough the situation catch the many elusive innu- 
endoes, still remains exciting fun, watching the gangs 
thugs and delinquent racketeers set ambush 
only have interrupted the swift and sudden 
appearance dark shape with white eyes, who leaves 
behind him trail battered faces and smashed heads. 
part the ring masterminds the mysterious Kudlaty 
corner the tickets for soccer match between Hun- 
gary and Poland, with running romance between Dr. 
Halski and the lovely Martha Majewska, painstaking 
piece detection police inspector Jarski and editor 
Kolanko, with little man derby hat carrying his 
umbrella and notebook ubiquitously the trail the 
gangsters and the Man with the White Eyes impartially. 
Ther are lot beatings, murders, drinking bouts and 
other skulduggery, but they have more impact than 
the sort mayhem Dick Tracy cartoons. But the 
lasting impression remains somewhat frightening, none- 
theless, because there are similar gangs young punks 
operating with similar methods and meaninglessness 
the cities Western nations well Warsaw and 
elsewhere behind the electrified barbed-wire fences. 
What author Tyrmand seems saying about that 
sort situation Poland that the decent people who 
want order and peace will have stand together 
put some sense into the knuckleheads even you have 
beat into them, and some them succumb 
the process, small loss. The parallel with Zorro and 
Texas vigilantes admitted the author. Even the 
nom-de-guerre the fantastic avenger, which formed 
the original title, (Zly), clue the inspiration. But 
the costume different—no mask, cloak, flat 
Spanish hat; but tennis shoes, slacks and sweater. 
Polish kids are probably knocking each other’s heads 
together battles-royal between the Zly-men and the 
Kudlatys, parks and bombsites. 
Grady, S.J. 


Vaughan, Carter The Wilderness 
Doubleday. Apr. 23,1959. 288p. $3.95. (IIb) 


Paul Ferrand, young, handsome and adventurous, be- 
comes spy for the French and counterspy for the 
English 1745. helped beautiful, volatile 
Haidee Bertomy who also French spy and poses 
Paul’s wife. Most the action takes place New 
England and the New Brunswick area between Maine 
and Canada. There are the usual narrow escapes, 
barroom brawls, forest fights the death, flirtations, 
and course love story which involves Paul, not 
with the irresistible Haidee, but with nice girl, Jeanne. 
Any reader who has enjoyed Kenneth Roberts’ wonder- 


ful novels will find Mr. Vaughan’s weak effort min- 
ing the rich lore available our early Colonial history. 
The characters are stereotypes the period fiction; and 
the usual attempts have been made spice the story 
with naturalistic scenes dragged into the plot their 
heels. amounts adult reader’s time-killer. 


Brother Gerald Edward, C.F.X., 
Wheaton, Maryland 


Eyre, Katherine Wigmore The Chinese Box 
Appleton-Century-Crofts. Apr. 24, 1959. 320p. $3.95. (I) 
The Chinese Box reveals standard melodrama. Its 
props and scenery are blatantly obvious but it’s 
diverting tale love and violence not taken too 
seriously read with close attention. For the adult 
one for skimming; for the high school youngster 
may whet interest for better things. 


The scene San Francisco the early Eighties. The 
characters are strictly out stock. Three cousins live 
together: Gregory, smooth and dependable who wins 
the girl, almost; Lilas, lovely Randall, 
rough and orphaned—the poor man’s Heathcliff. Aunty 
Edith controls the Spencer fortune and the three 
cousins. follow their lives, discovering their child- 
hood through flashbacks and when Randall accused 
murder and sent from home even the rank amateur 
sleuth will suspect that this isn’t so. 


With Randall’s return from China boasting ship and 


fortune the plot thickens. Sure enough, the real villain 
discovered contrived, climactic finish. You 
guessed it. The lamb was disguished wolf all along. 
But, thank God, Lilas finally safe the right arms 
and sailing Cathay the glory new day. “The 


ood guys win again.” 
Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 


The Elder Statesman 


Eliot, 
134p. $3.75. 


Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Apr. 13, 1959. 

This quiet play shadow-versus-substance seems 
serve the concluding act all its predecessors. They 
carry the conflict; this carries the resolution. 
sophically reveals Mr. Eliot’s contention that love 
forms his time-in-flux history, (Bergsonian conti- 
nuity); and that the redemption man time 
through love, the liberating agent which enables man 
free himself from pretence enter reality. 


confession piece three acts. Lord Claverton, 
fugitive from reality,” “Posing elder states- 
man,” retires Badgeley Court, convalescent hotel, 
where encounters the two people from his past— 
Oxford companion and former actress—who pre- 
cipitate his unmasking time save himself, his 
daughter and, possibly, his son. modern 
morality play—for his characters are types the point 
almost personified abstraction rather than individuals 
Elder Statesman will gratify mature readers with 
its positive proposal love the ennobling force 
man’s life and the key reality. 


Best 


Hatch, Alden Miracle the Mountain 
Hawthorn. May 223p. $4.95. (1) 
Alden Hatch tells here two closely related stories, the 
story Brother André and Saint Joseph’s Mount 
Royal. 
The life and work Brother André told means 
questions and answers included the preparation 
briefs requesting his beatification. The Church set 
this process the tenth century and 1634 Pope 
Urban VIII established the rules now followed, includ- 
ing the sixteen qualifications for the beatus. The reader 
this book impressed the careful attention with 
which the Church conducts these investigations, and 
the extremely close, almost hostile scrutiny with which 
examines the claims made for the Servant God, 
(as the candidate termed this process, which was 
begun the case Brother André 1941). Born 
1845 near Montreal, Brother André like many saintly 
persons grew humble and obscure 
and his piety was gay and joyous nature. Although 
his entire life was busy one, received little educa- 
tion, learning read and write only after his 
sion. Because his delicate health his superiors were 
hesitant about accepting him Brother Holy 
Cross; however, received the habit 1870 and for 
forty years held the post porter the College 
Notre Dame even after became 
well known and sought after the sick and suffering. 
always had particular devotion Saint Joseph, 
and early his religious life began receive for 
others, favors which seemed come from Saint Joseph. 
one his skeptical friends, whom there were 
many within and without his community, who 
tioned him about the therapeutic value the medals 
and oil gave the sick, replied, “The medal 
only metal, and the oil just olive oil. But makes 
them think more about Saint Joseph and strengthens 
their faith.” 
The dream Brother André’s life was fitting shrine 
for Saint Joseph, the patron saint Canada. The first 
realization it, 1897, was the building little 
summerhouse which the brothers used place 
meditation. From this humble beginning, has 
veloped one the great religious shrines the world, 
the magnificent and still unfinished basilica, Saint 
Joseph’s Mount Royal. Greater size than many 
famous cathedrals visited three million pilgrims 
annually. The author describes detail the last 
chapter. 
This good honest book. has been carefully and, 
the reader suspects, lovingly prepared. Mr. Hatch will 
succeed winning new friends for Brother André 
cause has presented him realistically, without any 
extravangant praise his life and work. This interest- 
ing and informative book well indexed and illus 
trated photographs, block prints and line drawings. 
The name the illustrator does not appear. 

Alice McCahill, 

Charlottesville, Virginia 


Richardson, The Surgeon’s Tale 
Scribner. Apr. 13,1959. 258p. $4.95. (I) 


better more fascinating history modern surgery 
has been written. subject matter, time, 
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tinuity and interest, The Surgeon’s Tale closely re- 
sembles The Century the Surgeon. 


the many-times-repeated historical and 
largely conjectural background surgical practices 
antiquity. There are specific references the be- 
ginnings surgery’s evolution. Neither the Eber nor 
Smith medical papyri are mentioned; nor are the 
contributions the Egyptians, Greeks, 
Hindus and Romans. If, however, surgeon the 
dimly-lighted, remote past originated operation 
present practicality and refinement, his name, nation- 
ality and the details his contribution are disclosed. 
“The man who rediscovers the right moment 
hailed the original genius, many ways, 
but must not forget the pioneers. 


The Surgeon’s Tale truly is, the subtitle indicates, 
the modern surgery.” The dramatic well 
scientific detail tells simple language advances 
made surgery during the past 100 years. From the 
days before the discoveries anesthesia and asepsis, 
when operation was not only hazardous—because 
pain, hemorrhages, infection and shock—but also 
quite often inhumanly cruel, the reader witnesses de- 
velopments that have made the patient safe for surgery 
and surgery safe for the patient. This the captivat- 
ing, international story nearly every revolutionary 
discovery America, Great Britain and the con- 
tinent. Yet, either through oversight bit misty 
forgetfulness” there are few major and some minor 
omissions; e.g., the history spleen, liver and venous 
_shunt operations. 

Geared primarily for the general reader with medi- 
cal background, The Surgeon’s Tale imparts warmth, 
delight and inspiration. style, story, the por- 
trayal character sketches and the anecdotes 
patients and surgeons alike there great human in- 
terest. Younger surgeons particularly will find Doctor 
Richardson’s book inspirational and positive value. 


William White, M.D., 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 


Mowrer, Edgar Ansel Good Time Alive 
Duell, Sloan Pearce. Apr. 179p. $3.50. 


Edgar Ansel Mowrer widely syndicated columnist 
and news analyst, Pulitzer Prize winner and “dean 
American foreign correspondents.” His ninth book, 
published between 1951 and 1958 the Saturday 
Review, The Zionist Quarterly, The New Leader and 
Western World. Some the essays undoubtedly served 
well light articles, but collectively they form dis- 
superficial and rather boring, although useful, 


This good time alive because now anyone can 
“find kind satisfaction rarely attainable: participa- 
tion struggle for essential values.” Before lie 
such thrilling challenges the frontiers science and 
almost unlimited leisure. Our first American duty, 
ater national defense, putting end organized 
war. must have return integrity order 
free. must “erect wall against further 
the personal field the three mon- 
‘Big Government, Big Business and Big Labor’.” 


International integration the growing force world 
affairs and the best solution for nearly all our inter- 
national problems. The American President should 
galvanize the Western will into unbreakable unity. 
home must counteract against conscious pro- 
duction average, extrovert citizens, devoid excess 
personality, idiosyncracies, aspirations, talents” which 
has been the result progressive education. 


The preceding paragraph summary the author’s 
words the main themes the book. educated 
literate person will find nothing very new startling, 
but some affirmation widely held conclusions. 
book Good Time Alive may serve acquaint 
high school students with what current some in- 
tellectual circles. 


Paradoxically the week which this reviewer was 
studying this book, separate occasions two figures 
speech used the author became the central point 
class discussions the college level. The ideas are not 
new, but they are well presented the finest little- 
magazine manner, and are good refresher for teachers 
and discussion leaders all levels. 


Joseph Maloney, 
Political Philosophy, 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Cronin, Vincent Pearl India 
Dutton. Apr. 17,1959. 297p. $4.50. (I) 
was natural, probably, for the author the life 
Father Matteo Ricci, (written under the title The Wise 
Man from the West), search for another interesting 
Jesuit missionary the early century. found 
him Robert Nobile, S.J., the first Jesuit leave 
his mark India. And Father Nobile was in- 
teresting character—an ascetic, certainly close saint- 
liness, who followed literally the admonition St. 
Ignatius Loyola, “the manner ordinary.” ordinary 
Father Nobile that his espousal certain Brahmin 
made him cause celebre the Europe his 
ay. 
Once left Rome young man, just ordained after 
long struggle with his family—including his uncle, 
Cardinal Sforza—to deter him from missionary life, 
never returned Europe. sleeps good com- 
pany with St. Thomas the Apostle Myalore, India, 
though his apostolate was the interior, for the most 
part the city Madurai. 
All this saintly life told under the facile Mr. 
Cronin, son Dr. Cronin, novelist our 
time); and not only accomplished writer, like 
his father, but is, likewise, scholar who sets task 
for himself and successfully carries out. There 
much evangelism this book and the breath lay- 
writing apostolate hovers over it. 
The chronicle Father Nobile’s life, through Portu- 
gal, Goa, Madurai and, finally old age, 
Myalore interesting history the Portuguese and 
Dutch struggle for supremacy the Far East. 
struggle that alternates between passionate greed, plun- 
dering and other infamous deeds gain material wealth, 
and the austere Christian virtue saving souls. This 
was the strange partnership adventure for gain and 


adventure for Christ which characterized many mission 
centuries. Better days, are convinced, are with 
now, when God’s emissaries are not harassed, but 
have only the enemy communism fight, least 
known adversary from without, rather than fester- 
ing sore immorality from within. 
After adopting the dress and manners holy men 
India, Father Nobile progressively learned Tamil, 
the language South India, Sanskrit, Telegu and many 
other the mongrel tongues India and Ceylon. 
overcame devils, not Beelzebub, but argument 
and friedliness. almost converted the Nyak, the 
ruling prince Malabar; but was more successful 
with thousands others, baptized the Faith him- 
self and Jesuits who came after him. His books, 
native Tamil and Sanskrit, are like Summa theologica 
for India and are immensely popular today among the 
educated Christians that great country which many 
believe the strongest outpost against communism 
the East. 
‘Mr. Cronin has done great service the Church and 
the foes the insidious Marxist philosophy, creep- 
ing over the Far East, bringing out this life such 
all. 

Franklin Dunham, Litt.D., 

Washington, D.C. 


Loomis, Stanley DuBarry: Biography 
Lippincott. Apr. 320p. $6.00. 

Jeanne Becu, Madame DuBarry, was the last the 
Queens France.” From humble origins 
she rose become the last and dearest mistress 
Louis XV. his death-bed dismissed her that 
could make his peace with God but provided 
amply for her, and for almost twenty years after his 
death she lived great style until, during the French 
Revolution, she met the same fate her old enemy, 
Marie Antoinette. 

This the first biography Madame DuBarry 
published English for many years. The author 
extremely sympathetic the beautiful DuBarry but 
makes attempt whitewash her character. Self- 
styled her Mr. Loomis has this say: 
“Summoned before the judgment posterity and the 
application the cold lettter moral law, she again 
must stand convicted. She sold virtue for gold and 
that gold she spent pleasures and vanities.” But, 
adds, fellow being not always cut one piece 
cloth, good bad, and vice well virtue 
there are generally degrees.” And then, gives his 
final estimate her, “she was kind.” 


this very well-documented biography proves her 
kindness many instances. the splendid days 
her reign Louis’ mistress, she obtained many favors 
for those who had fallen from grace and, what more 
impressive, she never did any harm and sometimes did 
active good her enemies and detractors. After Louis’ 
death, when she took residence again the lovely 
Chateau Louveciennes, she was the benefactress 
all the poor and unfortunate the village. This in- 
deed attested the fact that the time her 
arrest petition was signed fifty-nine the villagers 


SELLERS 


declaring, among other things that, “we have seen her 
every kind weather come the help the sick 
and the poor.” Although this did not save her neck, 

well brilliant study Madame DuBarry, Mr. 
Loomis has given vivid picture the elegant, 
decadent setting her times, the principal actors 
and the vanities that ancien regime soon 
drowned the blood bath the French Revolution. 
Anyone who enjoys reading about this period history 
will find Madame DuBarry delightful and anyone who 
not familiar with will find Mr. Loomis’ treatment 


enlightening. Miriam Quinn 


Duggan, Alfred King Pontus 
Coward-McCann. Apr. 24,1959. 208p. $3.95. (Ila) 

The Asian king Mithradates moves and out Roman 
history because for some twenty-five years fought 
against and eluded great Roman generals, but 
mains shadowy figure even many those who 
have some acquaintance with Rome’s conquests during 
the first century before Christ. Racine’s idealization 
Mithradates the defiant opponent foreign tyranny 
one his more neglected works. Now Alfred 
gan has tried define Mithradates drawing 
coherent account his activities, concentrating him 
man and lifting him out the shade which 
has moved antagonist Sulla, Lucullus, and Pom- 
pey the Mithradatic wars. Mr. Duggan’s effort has 
not issued unqualified success; has confined him- 
self straight reporting, eschewing the type fiction- 
alizing which employed with conspicuous success 
his account Thomas Becket, and there simply 
not enough information available give fullness 
any factual account Mithradates. Yet, King 
Pontus represents real achievement; not just 
compilation out Plutarch; offers good view 
Roman imperialism from the side Rome’s opponents; 
shows the seamy side Roman conquest Asia. 

not easy sympathize with Mithradates; 
putedly organized the slaughter many thousands 
people from the Italian peninsula and was ruthless 
his administration justice those who intrigued 
against him. imprisoned his mother, married his 
sister and then, after years married life, killed her, 
and killed his brother and two his three legitimate 
sons. Yet his defense must said that life either 
near the throne 100 B.C. was best precarious. 
All these people were under suspicion having tried 
kill Mithradates; once the king did show clemency 
traitor and that act ended his career and his life. 
And Mr. Duggan does not palliate the ruthlessness 
Mithradates; bases his appeal for sympathy rather 
the fact that Mithradates was native king, whose 
exactions were somewhat heavy but not heavy 
forfeit the loyalty his people, fighting against im- 
perialists who looked Asia rich source public 
and private When Rome was conquering 
everywhere, crippling economic life and impoverishing 
countries order find money that could 
dered Italy, Mithradates stood out against the splen- 
did Roman armies; his victories were few and his 
feats sometimes catastrophic, but never yielded. 
found men faithful him the very end when 
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lost all sparing, for once, traitor—a son one 
his many concubines. 

This book worthwhile because even though fails 
breathe life into Mithradates does narrate his history 
and explores interesting and important phase the 
story civilization. has not the vigor some 
Mr. Duggan’s other books, marred annoying 
repetitions, has marvelously useless map end 
papers, but reads well, informative, and pro- 


vokes thought. 
William Hill, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Greene, David and Edward Stephens 

Synge 
Macmillan. Apr. 14,1959. 321p. $6.95. 
The first biography John Millington Sygne (rhymes 
with ring), 1871-1909, Irish dramatist and poet, 
fortunate performance the star, Mr. Greene, cur- 
rently Associate Professor English New York Uni- 
versity. The featured player the writing this fine 
book Edward Stephens, and the collaboration has 
interesting history. When Synge died the age 
38, his brother refused make any material avail- 
able biographers. Thirty years later, 1939, his 


nephew, Edward Stephens acquired the material 
and began writing recollections his uncle. Fourteen 
years after that, Mr. Stephens, who had met David 
Greene previously Dublin, asked the Harvard gradu- 
ate collaborate with him full-length biography. 
‘Mr. Greene didn’t say yes no, but two years follow- 


ing, after Mr. Stephens’ death 1955, Lilo (widow) 
Stephens turned over all Sygne’s papers and manu- 
material, with the only stipulation that her late 
husband receive credit co-author. 
The result, supported Rockefeller Grant, well 
worth the forty blank years that have followed Synge’s 
death. The author Shadow the Glen, Riders 
the Sea, The Well the Saints, The Playboy the 
Western World, The Tinker’s Wedding, and the un- 
finished Deirdre the Sorrows, was undoubtedly 
important figure Ireland’s literary renaissance. 
the literary peers his time, Synge seems have 
had more connections with his elders than his followers 
time. Those older than were years), 
Yeats years), Katherine Tynan (10 years), and Lady 
Gregory (19 years). Douglas Hyde, years older, 
Shaw, years older, and George Moore, yeare 
did not seem come into his immediate con- 
cerns. The only outstanding younger writers among the 
with whom hed any personal connection, 
were Padraic Colum (10 years younger) and James 
Joyce (11 years younger). Three others—Lord Dun- 
sany, James Stephens, and Sean O’Casey (7, 11, and 
years younger, respectively)—do not seem have 
come into Synge’s private ken. 
Students Irish literature, the Abbey Theater, and 
the Yeats Circle will find many their ideas not 
only supplemented but augmented this Synge biog- 
Notes, list Synge’s publications, and 
index are welcome additions work well managed. 

Arthur MacGillivray, 

Boston College, 

Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Rayback, Joseph History American Labor 
Macmillan. Apr. 14,1959. 459p. $6.00. 

This very unusual history labor relations. 
does not automatically assume, most such histories 
do, that all employers are devils and that all labor 
leaders are saints. The evidence that has been pre- 
sented recent months concerning such men James 
Beck and Jimmy Hoffa should convince any fair minded 
person that not all labor leaders seem destined for 
sainthood. one has seriously argued, far 
know, that all business men are saintly. For example, 
concerning labor leaders, are informed that Sam 
Parks, who served business agent New York 
local the Structural Iron Workers’ Union 1905, 
often called strike any pretext and then accepted 
bribe cancel the strike. would also times 
merely threaten strike, which knew could call, 
and then accept money from the employer concerned 
prevent it. The author observes, summary: “The 
long conflict between the Erectors and the Iron Workers 
revealed that unions, when crossed, were more than 
willing resort violence, willing destroy life and 
property gain their ends. Finally, several events had 
revealed the shamelessness the trade union rank and 
file. Even after Sam Parks was convicted extortion, 
his own union had reelected him business (p. 
222). Likewise, criticizing business interests for their 
conduct the 1890’s, writes: “Use Federal troops, 
militia, the state constabulary and disregard civil 
liberties strikers outraged the public’s sense 
fair play and created demand for redress” (p. 261). 


This willingness criticize both business and the unions 
evident throughout the book, which concerned with 
the problems labor from the colonial period until the 
latter part 1957. The part played labor groups 
the early national period treated much more detail 
than the average history book. Likewise, this study 
rich material labor problems the period just 
prior the Civil War. There also adequate 
account such strikes the railroad strike 1877 
and the McCormick strike 1886. The Haymarket 
Riot well analyzed; the conclusions make sense. Al- 
though the Knights Labor were, the author ob- 
serves, probably not directly involved, they were never- 
theless blamed for the violence associated with the 
event and their membership suffered accordingly. 

The author does not seem see any danger the 
presently growing power labor national politics. 
admits that the Political Action Committee, headed 
Sidney Hillman, brought about the nomination 
Mr. Truman for the vice-presidency 1944 (p. 385). 
seems well satisfied with the victories achieved 
the congressional battles 1956 the labor dominated 
commonly known, C.O.P.E. Had included the 
election 1958 his book would have been aware 
that labor sponsored candidates for the House and 
Senate were elected such large numbers that legisla- 
tion calculated limit any marked degree the activi- 
ties labor unions would almost certainly fail, because 
can assume that those members Congress aided 
C.O.P.E. would not ungrateful bite the 
hand that had pulled them the political ladder. 
The author rightly sympathizes with labor when 
seemingly had political influence; seems see 


danger permitting labor unions dominate both 
Houses Congress. Others will not share his com- 
plancency and will opposed domination 
Congress labor unions its domination that 
presumed monster, “Big Business.” Apart from this 
indifference development that may destroy truly 
representative government this nation, the book will 
welcomed all interested the very significant 


field labor relations. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 


Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Pasternak, Boris Remember 
Pantheon. Mar. 25,1959. 192p. $3.75. 

David Magarshacks had supplied preface and notes 
his translation this slim “Sketch for Autobiog- 
raphy” the now world-famous author Doctor 
Zhivago, novel which has been hailed enduring 
masterpiece, bold confession disillusion with soviet- 
ism and marxism, and allegorical novel deep reli- 
gious significance. this brief and cursory autobiog- 
raphy Pasternak says much, not more, what 
omits and passes over hurriedly, what chooses 
recall. insists that his earlier work, the 
time that turned translation almost exclusively 
and prior the publication Doctor Zhivago worth- 
less; disavows untrue and not representative 
himself—meaning probably that the product years 
when submitted the dictaiton the soviet literary 
commissars was insincere. 


important, indeed not more important than the 
autobiographical sketch are the pungent and penetrat- 
ing notes “Translating Shakespeare,” (pp. 125-152), 
astutely appended illustration Pasternak’s poetic 
sensibility and sensitivity. The comment Shakes- 
peare’s style and rhythms, the several tragedies, are 
sharp saber stroke and illuminating white- 
light beam. They are worth the price the entire 


book. 

Lynch, William The Image Industries 
Sheed and Ward. Apr. 15,1959. 159p. $3.50. 


eloquent statement the plight America’s imagi- 
nation manipulated the unimaginative fare films 
and television the disruption the human soul’s 
very shape, this sober study the ill effects in- 
ferior-grade mass culture. not any means mere- 
negative critical cry. represents, rather, intel- 
ligently articulate and positive evaluation our cul- 
tural milieu competent observer the American 
Scene. His tempered discussion comprises survey 
the existing situation the Image Industries and pro- 
gram for the enrichment all concerned. The author 
invites the artist, the creative theologian (not the moral- 
ist the too-confiningly strict sense that word), the 
critic, and the university make acts hope and 
faith “the people,” not “the masses,” and con- 
cerned with their life. The creative collaboration 
these trained professionals should, holds, result 
realitic popular culture counteract and eliminate 
the present detrimental distortions reality cluttering 
the “image industries” from screen cinemascope. 


Best 


mature reader can afford ignore this stimulating- 
brilliant defense Man and his potentialities. 
John Quinn, 


University Scranton 


Makris, John The Silent Investigators 
Dutton. 319p. $4.95. (1) 


generally interesting account the development and 
responsibilities the Postal Inspection Service, 
with enough anecdotes cases, problems and their 
solutions, make series. The chapters fraud 
mail, extortion, quack remedies and cosmetics, and 
particularly the last pornography the mails are 
witness the ingenuity and degradation that some will 
employ make tainted money. Mr. Makris has 
journalist’s easy and breezy style that makes his re- 
search, for example the brief Pony Express (18 
months), absorbing reading. 


Cleland, and Glenn Dumke 
From Wilderness Empire 
Knopf. Apr. 27, 1959. $6.95. 


Robert Glass Cleland’s two volumes California 
tory—the first, published under the present title, cover- 
ing from 1542 1900; the second, titled “California 
Our Time” from 1900 1940—have been con- 
densed, edited and brought date the President 
San Francisco State College and issued one- 
volume format that both informative and absorbing 
reading. history that varied and many 
respects compendium the story the American 
frontier. Libraries generally will find this convenient 
and important volume for their shelves 
generally, certainly those California, will proud 
their heritage revealed here. 


Carner, Mosco Puccini: Critical Biography 
Knopf. Apr. 27,1959. 500p. $7.50. 


This seems the best candidate for “definitive 
biography” Giacomo Puccini that has been published 
date. Author Carner himself musicologist and 
conductor, Viennese now living England and, since 
credit given translator, must conclude 
that has mastered English write this long and 
detailed portrait complicated man who composed 
some the most luminous and popular operatic music 
the history the music theater. Though the operas 
are mentioned throughout the development the bio- 
graphical section this large work, thorough critical 
discussion each given from 283 469. The 
remaining pages being devoted summary the 
plots the operas, catalogue Puccini’s works, 
table references and bibliography, and index 
names. The actual “life” Puccini occupies First 
Part that ends 226. The Second Part, discussion 
Puccini musical artist, including chapters 
“realism” and style, limitations and symbolic 
patterns will special interest musicians and 
indeed any who enjoy and love the operatic works. 
The book may serve further awaken more curiosity 


about the two (little known S.) operas, “Le 


and “Edgar.” Recommended for libraries 


music lovers. 


May 
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Martin, Betty One Must Ever Know 
Doubleday. Apr. 23,1959. 231p. $3.75. (I) 

The author Miracle Carville who writes under 
the pseudonym Betty Martin has written now 
second book with the title One Must Ever Know. 
Having lived for twenty years Carville where the 
dreaded Hanson’s disease lovingly 
treated and the sulfa drugs which have been discovered 
good arresting agents are rapidly sending patients 
back into the outside world, Betty Martin and Harry, 
her husband, leave the hospital, the friends, and the 
world which has been theirs for such long time 
order back their families and living what 
they hope will normal life possible for 
them lead. 


They had had, they lived together the hospital 
and occasionally cooked meal for themselves 
electric plate set window sill, the dream home. 
“It need not large one,” they said each other, 
but just some place where they could alone and 
where they could enjoy one another. 


Mature body and spirit they were still very young 
the ways the world. First they spent some time 
with their own relatives and friends loving every minute 
it, but anxious like children, their own. 
Then, because they felt great fear that those whom 
they would meet and whom they would learn love 
could not trusted with the secret their illnesses, 
they decided that strike root anywhere closer than 
California their own home Louisiana might 
dangerous and fatal. life for them became the life 
trailer camp. 


Their experiences being cheated the world and 
the worldly people it, their experiences kindnesses 
from absolute strangers near strangers, their hunt 
small place where they might settle down, their 
deep disappointment find their haven invaded 
growing suburban population—all these things are 
the book. 


The book tells, too, the return made the hospital 
both Harry and Betty, not together, but separately, 
and the pain and anguish and suffering which their 
separation caused each them. 


What the book does not say, but what there, 
story great suffering, great love, great tenderness, and 
great understanding. Reading one wonders some- 
times why Betty and Harry feel keenly that one 
must ever know. for one, was glad when the barrier 
silence was broken and they were able tell their 
story few people whom they finally felt they could 
trust. The roundabout way which Betty gets her 
mail, the complicated fashion which she answers 
mail addressed her—this frustrating. 


find fear the title; find uncertainty; find in- 
security. Though know with Betty that very few 
people understand that Hanson’s disease not the 
dreaded “leprosy” and that still the word arouses fear 


and revulsion, would nevertheless hope that before 


Betty and Harry die they may know the joy standing 
face face with others presenting themselves for what 
they are without masking pseudonyms and without the 
that doing so, they have jeopardized their whole 
ives, 


The book not outstanding for style, but Betty makes 
pretense about being great writer. outstand- 
ing for what has say all about our relation- 
ships with one another and about our prejudices 
often unfounded and unproved. book which 
would recommend highly. Those especially who have 
read Miracle Carville will anxious follow these 


two people their search for happiness outside the 
wall that wonderful place. 
Sister Mary William, Ph.D., 
The College St. Catherine, 
St. Paul, Minnesota 


Burgeoning Encyclopedia 


The regular appearance each month two volumes 
what will magnificent collection gives this re- 
viewer the awesome feeling witnessing the budding 
and unfolding superb creation contemporary 
editing and publishing. exception, each vol- 
thus far presents the mature fruits enlightened 
scholarly minds; and this array information, judg- 
ments and conclusions presented attractive order 
and style. Almost without exception the translations 
(from the French) are praiseworthy. 


Since the last review this fine series, (cf. vol. 18, no. 
17, Dec. 1958), Hawthorn has published volumes 
the English translations; will briefly report 
Psychical Phenomena, (Dec. 1958, 144p., $2.95, 
Reginald Omez, O.P., narrates the history the de- 
velopment parapsychology; the alleged findings 
research into extrasensory perception, paranormal 
premonitions, etc., all which are presented objec- 
tive fashion. Biblical Criticism John Steinman, 
(Dec. 1958, 124p., $2.95; brief but superb 
history the biblical scholarship sixteen centuries, 
and illustrates how glorious has been the role ortho- 
doxy, how great the influence error; and how sur- 
prising and stimulating the perceptive reader will 
the exposition the immense treasures orthodox 
truth which have been uncovered modern biblical 
scholarship. 


One the most attractive for this reviewer, 
Francois Amiot’s History the Mass, (Jan. 1959, 
141p., $2.95; I); which the author offers telling his- 
torical and spiritual insights into the development and 
meaning the Roman Mass. This volume refreshes 
one’s sense wonder before the Roman Missal. 
The Spiritual Writers the Early Church, (Jan. 1959, 
127p., $2.95; IIa), Cayre, noted patrologist, briefly 
records the progress and development ascetical and 
spiritual writings the first eight centuries the 
Church and summary shows the value those writ- 
ings and ideas for modern spiritual living. 

What the Trinity? Bernard Piault, (Feb. 1959, 
156p., $2.95; IIa), orderly exposition the doc- 
trine the Trinity Scripture; there follows brief 
sketch the early history heresies and the deeper 
understanding the mystery the Church; the vol- 
ume closes with some reflections the significance 
this doctrine our spiritual life. Wladimir D’Ormes- 
son author The Papacy, (Feb. 1959, 142p., $2.95; 


I), which contains rather detailed exposition the 


traditions concerning the primacy Peter which are 
found the New Testament and the writings 
the apostolic Fathers. The author then highlights the 
decisive influence heroic Popes the momentous 
crises European history and portrays with broad 
strokes the rising influence the great Popes the 
last century. 


Rene Biot’s What Life? (Mar. 1959, 92p., $2.95; I), 
first-class, non-professional study that question, 
treating all the components human life: physico- 
chemical, sentient, spiritual; and leads the reader 
the consideration the supernatural life. This 
small book, but quite worthwhile. The last volume 
consider this time, the 14th published this 
series, Religions the Ancient East under the com- 
bined authorship Drioton, Coutenau, and 
Duchesne-Guillemin, (Mar. 1959, 165p., $2.95; IIa), 
who have each contributed monography on, respec- 
tively, the development religious speculation and 
practice among the Egyptians; the ancient religions 
western Asia, among the Hittites, Phenicians, 
Mesopotamians; and the progress religious thought 
Zarathustra and its derivatives among the people 
Iran. 


This reviewer would like see, subsequent volumes, 
the more uniform practice adapting the French 
originals the needs and interests American readers. 
This could done without too great trouble the 
body the text, and more particularly the bibliog- 


raphies. 
William Herlihy, 
Chairman, Theology Department, 
University Scranton 


Clue-Works 
Frank O’Gorman, Contributing Editor 


There are, remarkably, some unusual works among the 
new releases crime fiction. Whit Masterson’s The 
Dark Fantastic, (Dodd, Mead. $2.95; I), gripping 
story ship that plays some fancy tricks along the 
Mexican coast, the consternation lady doctor 
who also convinced that hauling not only illegal 
cargo but new form bubonic plague. Wonderful 
writing, lots plotting, and very logical Wash- 
ington paper the background Shall Murder 
Holmes Alexander, (Regnery. $3.00; IIb), and around 
the paper and Claude Mansfield woven most un- 
usual murder tale. Plot and subplot run through the 
story Mansfield’s problems with the paper and his 
conscience Doris Miles Disney’s new one, Did She 
Fall Was She Pushed? (Doubleday. $2.95; IIa), 
her usual level excellence and centers around 
really mean little corpse The unusual cast char- 
acters are somewhat similar the cast George Mal- 
colm Smith’s Body Meet Body, (Doubleday. 
$2.95; I), where small group people obviously con- 
tains one murderer and several remarkably innocent 
souls. Trouble is, everyone looks like innocent soul. 
Put together well with the solution taken apart neatly. 


Murder May Follow Susan Morrow, (Doubleday. 
$2.95; I), one the best the year, classic pattern 
tale the girl with follower who should not fol- 
lowing. Gradually the cold finger murder moves 


SELLERS 


into the goings-on. The search for the man behind the 
follower and the reason for the following written 
brilliantly for anyone who can read Hospitality for 
Murder Gerard Fisher, (Ives, Washburn. $2.95; 
combination spy-suspense thriller the style 
The Desperate Hours not quite that. Pretty 
well told, though the book just does not look right 
the jacket and the print. Not bad; not smashing 
But Talmadge Powell’s The Smasher, (Macmillan, 


$2.95; IIa), close smashing. confused man sets 


out find the man who has deliberately run down 
his wife automobile; finds him and finds the story 
bit more complex than appeared. well done 
Psycho Robert Bloch, (Simon and Schuster. $2.95; 
IIb), terribly chilling tale mother who will 
anything save her totally insane son—or almost 
that story. Gruesome, but convincing league 
where stories that are convincing are extraordinarily 
scarce. may very well the most unusual story 
the year. 


Robert van Gulik’s The Chinese Bell Murders, (Harper. 
$3.50; IIa), definitely different and delightful recrea- 
tion the classic Chinese detective story, featuring 
provincial magistrate Dee, capably solving three sepa- 
rate cases once The Pledge Friedrich Duer- 
renmatt, (Knopf. $3.00; IIa), has Swiss detective 
dedicating himself solving brutal child murder that 
hangs identifying “hedgehog giant” and the “hedge- 
hogs” drawn the little girl school. The bitterly 
ironic ending makes off-beat and refreshing for adults 
... Triple Exposure George Harmon Coxe, (Knopf. 
$3.95; IIa), three-decker starring Kent Murdock, 
the Boston news-photographer. The Glass Triangle 
(1939), The Jade Venus (1945), and The Fifth Key 
(1947) are the three included. Coxe least respects 
the police and shows decent taste See Evil 
Finlay McDermid, (Simon and Schuster. $2.95; IIb), 
takes place Citrus Grove which has been taken over 
The Syndicate. Joe Jordan gets involved. The 
police are villains this, which now stale and 
noxious gambit. great shakes story, either 
The Dark Road another cloak and dagger thriller 
James Cross, (Messner. $3.00; I), which Harry 
Benton has accept Major Feldman’s job bringing 
from behind the frontier East Germany important 
document left the care German pastor 
defecting commie big-shot. brings out the pastor 
and refugee girl, together with 
nist who has lost favor; but finds himself still peril 
when discovers Feldman, the only one who held 
the secret, has been killed Beauty Beast 
Kathleen Knight, (Doubleday. $2.95; IIa), concerns 
stricken beauty who murders keep her reputation; 
improbable but plausible Stanley Hyland makes 
Who Goes Hang? (Dodd, Mead. $2.95; IIa), quite 
authentic and mystifying. all about body found 
mummified top Clock Tower London’s 
ment House. Well handled plotting and writing, 
this something special for the jaded Duo 
Charlotte Armstrong, (Coward-McCann. $3.50; I), 
tains two suspense novelettes, “The Girl 
Secret” being the best the two; although “Incident 
Corner” more harrowing because could 
more true. The staccato style sometimes annoying 
sometimes quite effective Elizabeth Hely’s 
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Judge, I’ll Jury, (Simon and Schuster. $2.95; IIb), 
beautiful bride her honeymoon near Beaune 
France cruelly attacked and strangled while her young 
husband sleeps the afternoon sun. When decides 
take justice into his own hand Paris things begin 
happen. Although peopled some unattractive 
characters, the Paris background authentic and agent 
Cirret detective should like hear more of. 


Manning Coles’ Duty Free, (Doubleday. $3.50; 
one where the arch Mr. Cole tries cute with the 
former convict (falsely accused, course), 
who goes straight and helps tiny principality between 
France and Spain taking the for tidy bundle 
our well-known foreign aid The Innocents 
Richard Savage, (Washburn. $2.95; I), the story 
Joe Kovacs who wants keep his former wife from 
taking their son behind the iron curtain. lawyer 
goofs and Joe has pull the old snatch get the boy 
out clutches you can imagine English 
counterspy thriller written Raymond Chandler 
Dashiell Hammett, then you have some idea this 
tough and sardonic book Bryan Peters, 
The Hong-Kong Kill, (Washburn. $2.95; IIb). Tony 
Brandon offered bait the Chinese communist 
terrorizing Hong Kong and keeps hovering the brink, 
suspensefully walking tight rope violent action. 
Unnecessary delectation Brandon’s dalliance the 
The Buttercup Case Frances Crane, (Random 
House. $2.95; IIa), has glib sophisticates Louisiana 
plantation country talking about exotic dishes while 
society being decimated. Pat and Jean Abbot rescue 
Cajun society. All slightly incredible San- 
born’s The Doom Maker, (Dutton. $2.95; IIa), slow 
starting but quickens exciting and credible climax. 
John Perseus, struggling artist, solves confidence mur- 
der racket himself with little assist from the New York 
police. Incredible, but happens Greenwich Village. 


Pocket Print and Reprint 
Upper-bracket Paperbacks 


Not all pocket size, are three new reprints from 
Harcourt, Brace: The Meaning Meaning 
Ogden and Richards, first published 1923, has 
maintained its position one the first and most in- 
fuential studies semantics and literary symbolism, 
Stuart Chase, (HB-26, $1.95; IIa), makes companion 
introductory reading the aforementioned 
Maxwell Anderson’s plays verse, “Elizabeth 
the Queen,” “Mary Scotland,” and 
‘High Tor” are presented under the title Four Verse 
Plays, (HB-25, $2.25; Myths the World, 
(previously titled Orpheus) Padraic Colum, (UL-50, 
1.65; one three new reprints book-size 
fom Grosset and Dunlap their Universal Library 
James Thurber’s inimitable essays gathered 
under the title The Owl the Attic, (UL-51, $1.25; 
lla), are years old and still fresh and 
Edwin Franden Dakin’s Mrs. Eddy, biography the 
founder Christian Science, first appeared 1929, 
(UL-52, $1.95; the Riverside Editions from 
Houghton, Mifflin, reprint Sister Carrie Theo- 
dore Dreiser, (A-36, $0.95; IIb). 


Getting down pocketsize reprints, there valuable 
study Leonardo Vinci Kenneth Clark, which 
has generous selection black-and-white reproduc- 
tions illustration, (Penguin A-430, $1.50; 
The Painter’s Eye Maurice Grosser witty and 
concise introduction art and artists, (Mentor MD-159, 
$0.50; IIa) While Sark Newmeyer Enjoying 
Modern Art tries make case for the varying atti- 
tudes art from late Napoleonic years the present, 
(Mentor MD-211, $0.50; American Skyline 
Christopher Tunnard and Henry Hope Reed 
more less history the development American 
architecture from colonial times the present, from 
salt-box house glass box office-building, were, 
(Mentor MD-175, $0.50; Four Plays Hen- 
rick Ibsen, including Doll’s House,” “Ghosts,” “An 
Enemy the People,” and “The Wild Duck” has 
introduction John Gassner, (Bantam FC-23, $0.50; 
Arthur Miller’s play about Salem witch-trials, 
The Crucible, has introduction critic Richard 
Watts, (Bantam AC-31, $0.35; IIa) Huysmans’ 
esoteric novel Against Nature Rebours) new 
translation Robert Baldick will interest only students 
his particular period, (Penguin, L-86, $0.95; III). 
The translation lucid and easy; but the subject the 
translation this date almost ridiculously lush and 
boring detail. 

Isidore Epstein’s Judaism, historical presentation 
the Jewish people, ethnically and ethically, excel- 
lent book for the general reader and the student, (Pen- 
guin A-440, $0.95; IIa) Walter Fairservis, Jr., 
has compiled summary The Origins Oriental 
Civilization for Mentor’s Ancient Civilization series, 
(MD-251, $0.50; Bertrand Russell’s Marriage 
and Morals tends prove that social philosopher, 
mathematician should stick his numbers, (Bantam 


FC-32, $0.50; 
Westerns 


Louis L’Amour’s story pack train threatened 
Apaches good stuff, Taggart, (Bantam 1977, $0.25; 
Warlock Oakley Hall gets the cavalry 
nick time, and the novel reprinted meet the 
movie release, (Bantam F-1380, $0.50; Frank 
Gruber dependable always Outlaw, (Bantam 
1934, $0.25; The Lonely Gun Gordon 
Shireffs another the quick-draw sagas, (Avon 
Wells, (Avon T-315, $0.35; I). 


Detection 


The Convertible Hearse Bill Gault concerns car 
stealing and murder, (Bantam 1927, $0.25; 
blackmail and murder, (Avon T-309, $0.35; 
Peter Cheyney’s novel Try Anything Twice has been 
retitled for susceptible buyer Undressed Kill, 
(Avon T-314, $0.35; IIb); great shakes either. 


General Fiction 


Ice Palace Edna Ferber, (Bantam F-1912, $0.50; 
cf. vol. 18, no. 1), was the best seller lists for several 
months last year and salutes, were, the 49th State 
Ride the Read Earth Paul Wellman, (Bantam 
F-1915, $0.50; IIb), was reviewed here, vol. 17, no. 
The Naked Maja Samuel Edwards, (Bantam 
A-1941, $0.35; IIb), reprinted meet release the 


movie about Goya and his Green Mansions 
this reprint obviously scheduled for the movie re- 
lease, (Bantam F-1878, $0.50; Max Shulman’s 
The Feather Merchants, (Bantam A-1940, $0.35; IIb), 
one the early army farces The Night 
the Quarter Moon Franklin Coen, (Bantam 
A-1942, $0.35; IIb), novel about what the south 
calls miscegenation; there’s movie coming out soon 
the same title Ask Any Girl Winifred Wolfe 
one those skate around the sex rink tales which 
any hack writer can produce enough need, but 
there’s movie based it, gets published, (Ban- 
tam A-1983, $0.35; IIb) Sensual Love come-on 
title for ten short stories edited Don Congdon, who 
must hard for some ready cash and not too well 
acquainted with the literature; not worth the invest- 
even for the habitues, (Ballantine 3-5K, $0.35; 


General Non-fiction 


Tiger the Sky Gen. Robert Scott some more 
the personal story the author God 
Co-Pilot, (Ballantine 306 $0.35; Air Spy 
Constance Babington-Smith tells the story the role 
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the photo-mapping units, mostly from the British| 
side and sadly slighting the tremendous work done 
the American units stationed the old Postoffice 
buildings Kew preparation for the D-Day assault, 
Theory Business Enterprise about dated the 
Charleston; check museum piece, (Mentor 
MD-218, $0.50; IIa) George Soule’s Men, 
and Employment attempts forecast the future 
economy, and with about much authority 
the Gallup polls the next election, (Mentor M-113, 
$0.50; Ideas the Great Economists, George 
Soule scissors and paste collection snippets which 
traitorously labelled everyone should know 
about money, taxes, prices, booms, depressions and 
other economic problems.” Read this and 
more than ever confused, (Mentor MD-142, $0.50; III) 
Roger Burlingame’s Henry Ford one those 
Horatio Alger autobiographies that can inspirational 
youth and boring adults, (Signet K-337, $0.25; 
Mac Davis’ Sports Shorts, (Bantam A-1931, $0.35; 
I), contains some 300 anecdotes strange but true 
sports items, from gladiatorial combats and early 
pic games the present; recommended all boys 
whatever age. 
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